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SUMMERDAZE
On January 26, 2013 about 200 SummerDaze campers and sta! "lled the hall of St. Benedict 
Church to take part in their annual camp reunion, WinterDaze.

This one day reunion is a great excuse for our campers and sta! to have one incredibly epic day of 
camp, smack in the middle of winter.  The day was "lled with games, prayer, music, skating, 
toboganning and lots of laughter and fun! And seeing as Don Bosco’s feast day was that week, it was 
a great opportunity to celebrate his feast day mass with the rest of the St. Benedict and Salesian 
community. 

A special thank you to the Salesians, the camp sta! and admin who put this day together for the 
campers, and we are already looking forward to this July as we celebrate our 25th Anniversary* of 
SummerDaze! 
* Check out WuzzUp for more info on the 25th Anniversary of SummerDaze

AT A GLANCE



AT A GLANCE
Last month the February Salesian Leadership Retreat (SLR) welcomed over 40 young 
leaders to participate in a weekend of faith, fun and formation. By the end of the weekend 
these students learned what it takes to be a model of Christ, and a christian leader in today’s 
world. Between the group activities, moments of prayer, discussions, jam sessions, games and 
even the little glimpses of harlem shakes here and there, this weekend was de!nitely one to 
remember!

Special thanks goes out ot the young team, adult team, and the communities that gave their 
support and allowed for this weekend to happen. We also send our prayer to our retreatants 
that they may continue to let the retreat live in them!

SLR FEBRUARY



AT A GLANCE

Visitation Choir

First, a few quick words on our Visitation in February... It 
snowed. 

Since we had to cancel our last Vistiation due to the mad 
snowstorm, we had to make up for it at our Visitation in 
March. Thank the Lord the weather !nally started to settle 
down by then and we were able to celebrate our March 
Visitation without a hitch. 

The evening (revolving around the theme of  “the Passion”)  
blessed us with the opportunity to pray in community and 
remind ourselves of the sacri!ce Jesus made for us when He 
died on the cross.

Students from Bishop Allen Academy, under the guidance 
of their teachers Joyce M. and Joe C., put on a beautiful 
Stations of the Cross which started the evening.  Everyone 
was given the opportunity to pray along and  to truly re"ect 
on all 14 stations of the Passion.

THE VISITATION

 The Visitation choir accompanied the stations beautifully 
through the form of taizé chants.

At the last station, Jesus was carried away  “to be laid to rest in 
the tomb,” at which point the Blessed Sacrament was processed 
up and exposed to remind us of the hope for what’s to come 
three days later. This brought us into Adoration where the 
wonderful Visitation choir again lead us in another moving and 
prayerful evening with Christ. The songs of praise and worship 
created a perfect environment to re"ect on the Passion, and to 
spend much needed time with Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. 

The night concluded with another awesome Mamma’s House; 
We brought back the classic board and video games, but in 
keeping with Lent, served only crackers and water!

We look forward to another wonderful Visitation in April, and 
hope to see you there!

Next Visitation:
Pentecost
Friday April 12, 2013 @ 7:00pm
St. Benedict Parish



AT A GLANCE
"Salesian Youth Take Over Downtown Toronto"

On Thursday, March 14th, one day after Pope Francis' 
election, the Salesians were already at service for the 
poor. Students and teachers on their March break, all 
members of the Toronto Salesian Youth Movement, did 
a “Street Patrol”, making homemade lunches at St. 
Benedict Church and hand delivering them to the 
needy in downtown Toronto.  The 32 student 
participants represented six Toronto high schools and 3 
di!erent Salesian groups: Salesian Leadership Retreat 
November 2012 and February 2013, and Gospel Roads 
Toronto 2012. This was a fantastic step forward for the 
Salesian Youth Movement as it helped weave together 
the various Salesian circles.

STREET PATROL

The day encompassed formation, service, and prayer. After all 30 lunches were made and distributed, the group 
continued to St. Michael’s Cathedral, where we re"ected on the day through scripture, small group discussion. Our day 
ended with mass. 

In the spirit of Lent, the day included prayer, almsgiving and sacri#ce. The youth paid for the lunch supplies, and the 
adult chaperones all dedicated a day of their March Break for this service project. 

This day served as a "Come and See" for Gospel Roads. Ben Goetz, Gospel Roads Toronto 2013 Director, gave a 
presentation on GR which attracted many new potential retreatants. Thanks to all the youth who attended and to the 
adults who made it possible: John Rugosi, Foster Kwon, April Cabaccang, Branden Gordon and Ben Goetz. 



HABEMUS PAPAM!
On March 12, one hundred !fteen (115) cardinals from all 
over the world entered the Sistine Chapel to begin the 
process of electing our new pope, also known as conclave. 

By the second evening  of conclave (7:06pm local time), 
white smoke could be seen emerging from the 
smokestack, indicating that (PRAISE GOD) the 266th 
successor of St. Peter had been chosen!  As catholics around 
the world rejoiced with the news, excitement and 
anxiousness quickly followed...

Who had been chosen to be the new Bishop of Rome?

About an hour later, the central balcony of St. Peter’s 
Basilica opened, and the announcement was declared.:

HABEMUS PAPAM! 
(WE HAVE A POPE!)

Moments later, a very humble Cardinal Jorge Mario 
Bergoglio emerged to greet the world for the !rst time as 
our new ponti", Pope Francis!

Our new pope brings with him a lot of !rsts: The !rst pope 
from Latin America, the !rst Jesuit pope,  !rst pope with the 
name Francis, and the !rst pope in the modern era to 
succeed a pope who is still alive!

With these !rsts, Pope Francis has brought a great sense of focus towards service. His commitment to serving our  
brothers and sisters, especially those in most need, is what is truly inspiring. HIs call for us to “go out” is a great reminder 
that we are called to follow in Christ’s footsteps; to go out into the world, and remain rooted in our faith. 

Please continue to keep Pope Francis in your prayers (as he continually asks us to do), and take some time to check out 
these great links on Papa Francesco!

http://lifeteen.com/a-father-like-francis/
http://lifeteen.com/our-new-pope-humble-powerful/

Follow the pope on Twitter:

@Pontifex
Keep up do date with the Pope using: 

The Pope App



WUZZ UP
THE VISITATION: PENTECOST (APRIL 12)
Come join us for our second last Visitation evening. The theme is “Pentecost.”  Looking 
forward to a prayerful and fun evening with a Mamma’s (Co!ee) House that will 
feature some incredible local talent! See you there!

SUMMERDAZE: 25th ANNIVERSARY  (JUNE 15)
This summer we will be celebrating the 25th Anniversary of our day camp, Sum-
merDaze by hosting an “Ultimate Talent Show!” Come out for for an evening of prayer 
and celebration! Tickets go on sale April 19th (Camp Registration Night) at St. Bene-
dict Parish Hall. For more info email us at: summerdaze25anniversary@gmail.com

COMING UP SOON

MARCH FOR LIFE: OTTAWA  (MAY 8-10)
Each year at the National March For Life, thousands gather to demand 
protection for children before and after birth. If you are interested in attend-
ing this year’s March for Life, please contact us at 
salesianym.toronto@gmail.com for more information on registration.



For one week, you’ll live and work side-by-side 
with young people from all over the country, 
encountering Jesus Christ in the face of the poor 
and less fortunate.  You’ll walk the road set out by 
Christ in the Gospel, learning new things about 
yourself.

You will bring hope and friendship to people 
through your service at soup kitchens, food 
pantries, summer camps, crisis-pregnancy centers, 
community centers, and more.  Every day includes 
Mass, large and small group discussions, prayer 
services, and Social Justice teachings and activities.

GR I programs are for high school youth.

GR II programs are for young adults, at least 18 
years old.

GR III programs are international missions for 
young adults at least 20 years old.

Welcome to Gospel Roads

Gospel Roads Toronto
July 20-27 2013

Contact us:
gospelroadstoronto@gmail.com

Service Retreats by the Salesians of Don Bosco

Salesian Gospel Roads

www.gospelroads.org


