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THE VISITATION
April and May marked the end of our Visitation season. It has been a wonderful opportunity to gather as a community in 
adoration and fellowship.

April’s Visitation created an atmosphere of celebration and community in the spirit of Pentecost. How can we, as the CHURCH, continue on 
its mission of love that God entrusted to us? Jesus appeared amongst His disciples after rising from the dead and breathed on them the gifts 
of the Holy Spirit, asking them to go spread the good news to all nations. Virginia Mervar, delivered an inspiring witness on her faith: how it’s 
grown, evolved and has been nurtured by the church. Virginia keeps active in Salesian youth ministry with groups like LifeTeen, Vocation In 
Progress (discernment group) and in various retreats on a volunteer basis - she is a wonderful gift to St. Benedict's parish. For many young 
people in the crowd, it was an uplifting testament to those who, at a young age, want to be involved in the church knowing that they are 
the future of the church. In Mamma’s House, we dimmed the lights, lowered the volume of the music and brought Starbucks to St. 
Benedict’s. Our Co!ee House Mamma’s House was a huge hit to the nearly 200 who attended; We were treated with music from local 
talented musicians including The Third Wheel, Enigma, and Mercedes+Adrian, while the crowd enjoyed co!ee and espresso and various 
sweets and treats.

 
May’s Visitation titled “Celebration of Life” was a prelude to the March for Life taking place in Ottawa the week after (check out our coverage 
on the March For Life in this edition). Stephanie Gray, pro-life activist and Executive Director of the Canadian Centre for Bio-Ethical Reform, 
delivered a powerful witness to a crowd of nearly 300 people on how the culture of life is entrusted to our care as baptized Christians. A 
witness that was full of wisdom, passion and Scripture fueled our young people and those in attendance to remember that each of us is a 
miracle and a loving gift from God. In Mamma’s House, young people and local talent from Nativity of Our Lord Parish, Monsignor Percy 
Johnson High School, and our very own Visitation Choir continued the celebrations in our Concert for Life. which ended with an inspiring 
performance by Joe Zambon! Thank you to all who participated and came out! 

We want to especially thank the Vistiation Choir and Crew for their commitment and dedication towards making each Visitation a truly 
blessed opportunity for prayer and worship. 

We look forward to seeing you at our next Visitation in October!

AT A GLANCE

Check out our 
photos on the next 

page



See you again in 
October!

THE VISITATION

Clockwise from top left: Joe Zambon closing our evening; Mark, Ese 
and Natasha rockin’ out; Evan warming up the crowd in style; What a 
lovely cake!

AT A GLANCE



AT A GLANCE
MARCH FOR LIFE

"The Salesians took over Ottawa for the 15th annual March For Life Rally and Youth Conference. Spanning a period 
of 3 days, the Salesian presence was strong! The group consisted of 40 students from Monsignor Percy Johnson, 
Redmond, Father Henry Carr, and the Visitation Choir. The Wednesday was a beautiful candlelight vigil, kicked o! 
with mass at St.Theresa's Catholic Church where the mass music was led by the Visitation Choir - who did a phe-
nomenal job making a joyful noise unto the Lord. Thursday was the march, closing downtown Ottawa, which 
boasted over 25,000 attendees - or 25,000 voices for the voiceless. The rally concluded with a banquet in the 
evening for the youth which featured an inspiring and challenging talk from David Bereit, a prominent Pro-Life 
activist. A youth conference opened our Friday, as the young people witnessed various high-quality workshops 
and keynote speakers that left all educated, and none uninspired.

Head over to our website (www.salesianym.ca/march-for-life.html) to !nd links to some of 
our March For Life Videos (”Crescendo” and “It’s a Girl”) as well as re"ections from some of 

our youth. You can also !nd some more pics from the week!



AT A GLANCE
MARCH FOR LIFE



A WORD

Dwayne hanging out with Don Bosco 

and Dominic Savio

REMEMBER WHO YOU ARE
This past March, I was blessed to be invited to the !rst International Meeting of Young Catholics 
for Social Justice, held in Rome, at the Ponti!cal Lateran University. I had less than three weeks 
to make arrangements for my trip, including getting my exams deferred, submitting 
biographical information and packing. It was only by the Grace of God that this trip came 
together and before I knew it, I was treading Roman pavement.

My experience in Rome was !lled with wonder and delight. The beauty and Catholic historical 
signi!cance continues to captivate me. A packed St. Peter’s Square is a sight to behold. It looks 
more emphatic than on television and one’s mind cannot begin to fathom the victorious 
assembly of the saints in Heaven. I had the pleasure of receiving Pope Francis’ !rst blessing as 
the new Pope, in addition to being in the Palm Sunday procession with him. I cherished his 
presence in my heart, as did the thousands in attendance, chanting “PA-PA FRAN-CES-CO” in 
unison.

Aside from working with 200 young Catholic from across the world to strategize solutions to social justice con"icts, I took in 
the vastly Catholic environment, particularly the city’s architecture and churches. Among my fondest memories, are 
participating in a private Mass, celebrated by Cardinal Burke before the tomb of St. Peter. I also visited the home of St. Maria 
Goretti, the church’s youngest saint (11), and prayed before the place where she was assaulted and fell. The crowning moment 
of this experience was receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation in the room (now a chapel), where she forgave her attacker, 
and hearing bells of mercy from a nearby church ring out as I was doing my penance.

Dwayne Santos is currently in his fourth year at York University, working towards a Double Major in Religious Studies and Education.

The beauty and abundance of Catholic signi!cance in Rome continues to inspire me. I am 
still in awe of God’s in!niteness. He is BIGGER than me and the more I strive to be !lled 
with Him, the more He will satisfy me from His in!nite goodness.

As I continue to re"ect on my experience, I’m reminded of a 
popular scene from The Lion King, where Mufasa motivates 
Simba to reclaim his kingship by remembering that he is 
indeed a king. I pass this on to you, similar to St. Paul, who, 
before Mufasa wrote: we are “heirs of God and co-heirs with 
Christ, if indeed we share in his su#erings in order that we 
may also share in his glory” (Romans 8:17). Remember who 
you are. You are a child of God, and no one can take that 
away from you. You do not have to visit Rome to be a 
complete Catholic. Strive to please God will all that you are 
and do and He will satisfy you from His in!nite goodness  

God Bless you    

Dwayne

AVM



WUZZ UP
SUMMERDAZE: 25th ANNIVERSARY  (JUNE 15)
This summer we will be celebrating the 25th Anniversary of our day camp, SummerDaze 
by hosting an “Ultimate Talent Show!” Come out for for an evening of prayer and 
celebration! Tickets available by request at: summerdaze25anniversary@gmail.com

COMING UP SOON

GOSPEL ROADS: (JULY 20 - 27 ,2013)
This July we will be hosting our second season of Gospel Roads I (Toronto). For one 
week, 25 young people from all over the country will walk the road set out by Christ in 
the Gospel by serving those less fortunate throughout the city of  Toronto. If you would 
like to be a part of the experience, visit our website: salesianym.ca/gospel-roads.html, 
or contact Ben Goetz at gospelroadstoronto@gmail.com

www.salesianym.ca
IT’S HERE...

Check out our new wesbite:


