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JUICE! COOKIES! FREEZIES! 
SummerDaze Day Camp at St. Benedict’s Parish celebrated its 25th anniversary on June 15th 
2013. In 1989, Brother Bernie, along side a team of parishioners, introduced the idea of a 
summer camp geared for elementary and highschool children. SummerDaze in 1989 had 25 
participants. SummerDaze in 2013 has 200 young people registered to enjoy 4 weeks of faith 
and fun. 

The evening started o! with a beautiful mass presided by Fr Dave Sedjak, assisted by Deacon 
Jim Zettel, and concelebrated by Frs. Mike Pace, Joseph Ho and Tom Dunne, Provincial. Current 
camp counselors and Camp Director Foster Kwon provided spiritually uplifting music to create 
a youthful atmosphere. Afterwards, all were invited to Monsignor Percy Johnson Highschool 
for the evening festivities entitled The Ultimate Talent Show. It was an evening "lled with faith, 
family, friends, fun and food! Dinner was donated by extremely generous parishioners, which 
added a feeling of community and celebration. 

The Ultimate Talent Show was nothing short of AMAZING! It kicked o! with Johnny and the 
Earwigs with Vincent Sgambelluri who was a SummerDaze Admin member  its early years. 
Marla Zinger brought smiles and laughs with their performance and brought up Fr Dave Sedjak for the famous song “Surprise! Surprise!” 
Fr. Mike Pace joined in with his energy to sing “I Will Survive.” This year’s sta! members danced to a medley of favorite hits and coined it the 
Evolution of Dance. Enigma, a band 
(continued on next page)

2013 Camp Counselors boogying down to the Evolution 

of SummerDaze Dance!

AT A GLANCE
SUMMERDAZE 25th ANNIVERSARY

Fr. Dave Sajdak  calling on all young people and camp counsel-ors to join him at the altar for his homily on Joshua and Paradise Park, a metaphor for Jesus and Heaven. 

Br. Bernie Dube, founder of SummerDaze, 
giving the keynote speech.



SUMMERDAZE 25th ANNIVERSARY
(continued from past page)
made up of current camp counselors  shared a praise and worship song for the blessings of SummerDaze and Fairchild closed 
o! the evening with sincere appreciation for the blessing of SummerDaze and Salesian energy in their lives.  

In between acts, current camp sta! served juice, cookies and freezies – SummerDaze camp favorites.  Br.  Bernie Duber shared 
his experience as the founding Camp Director who saw his dream grow into a 25 year success story, gratefully recognizing the 
many people who nurtured SummerDaze’s growth.  Lastly, Fr. Provincial, Tom Dunne, delivered the traditional Salesian 
Goodnight, sharing the Salesian spirit and vibe to all in attendance. 

Thank you to all those involved in the planning, preparation, donations and execution of this phenomenal evening!   

WANNA SEE MORE PHOTOS?
Visit our website: 

www.salesianym.ca/summerdaze-25th-anniversary

AT A GLANCE

Mass celebrated for SummerDaze Anniversary. From L-R: Fr. Mike Pace, 

Deacon Jim Zettel, Fr. Dave Sajdak, Fr. Tom Dunne, Provincial, & Fr. Joseph Ho 

Fr. Mike Pace, Fr. Dave Sajdak, Bro. Bernie Dube in SummerDaze swag celebrate with young XMWXTM�\PM�+IUX¼[���\P�IVVQ^MZ[IZa���+MTMJZI-tory Cupcakes created by Shirley Checa. Beautifully decorated and delicious! Did I mention they were tie-dye colored cupcakes?! 

25th Anniversary Banner!

SummerDaze Alumni: What a lovely bunch!



Canada Day in New York Eh! 
We would like to congratulate Fr. Jim Zettel on his priestly 
ordination that took place in New Rochelle, NY on the feast of 
Sts Peter and Paul - June 29th. The ordination mass was 
presided by Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez, SDB, attended by over 45 
priests where Fr Jim Zettel and Fr Miguel Suarez vowed to live 
their lives as servants of God, living the vows of chastity, poverty 
and obedience. 50 parishioners from St. Benedict’s Parish and 
50 SummerDaze camp counsellors and volunteers took the 9 
hrs trek to New Rochelle NY to witness this momentous 
occasion. Parishioners of St. Benedict’s parish and SummerDaze 
sta! dressed in their iconic yellow Sta! shirts "lled nearly half of 
Holy Name of Jesus Church to celebrate this milestone as a 
parish family. Fr Jim’s "rst appointment is to minister to the 
Salesian Youth Movement events in Toronto. 

ORDINATION OF FR. JIM/NYC TRIP
AT A GLANCE

SummerDaze camp counsellors and volunteers 

_MZM�XZM[
MV\�I\�.Z��

2QU¼[�WZL
QVI\QWV�[X

WZ\QVO�

their STAFF shirts.

;]UUMZ,IbM�[\INN�XIZ\
ISM�QV�.Z��2QU¼[�WZLQVI\QW

V�2]VM�

29th in New Rochelle NY 
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New York and took the weekend to explore New York City. 

Ordination of Fr Jim Zettel presided by +IZLQVIT�7[KIZ�:WLZQO]Mb�QV�6M_�:WKPMTTM��6A�June 29th 2013. 



Congratulations to the 6 new Salesian Cooperators who took their 
!rst promises on June 22nd 2013. They were accompanied by Sr 
Lise Guitard (pictured far right) and Marilena Berardinelli (second from 
right) over the course of of a year to prepare their hearts and minds 
for the task that St. John Bosco asked of us: Da mini animas, cetera 
tolle (Give me souls, forget the rest). Their promises took place at St. 
Benedict Parish on the feast day of  Saint, Fr. Joseph Cafasso (Don 
Bosco’s spiritual director, FYI)! Fr. John Puntino presided the mass 
and led the promises ceremony. 

Let us draw upon Don Bosco’s experience and re"ect on the 
promises these individuals made as a challenge, a chellenge to 
continue to walk in holiness according to our speci!c vocations.

Congratulations go out to (pictured left to right): Aimée 
Kanyankogote, Veronica Ljubicic, Sandra Gonzalez, Jill Conroy, 
Foster Kwon, and Joe Conroy.  We also want to send a shout out to 
those existing Salesian Cooperators from St. Benedict’s Parish who 
renewed their promises that day as welll!

If you are interested in learning more about the Salesian 
Cooperators, please send us an email at : 
salesianym.toronto@gmail.com

SALESIANS COOPERATORS

SALESIAN SUMMERFEST
A family who prays together, stays together! On June 26th, St. 
Benedict’s Parish family, came together to celebrate the Feast of 
St. Benedict. Fr. John Puntino celebrated the evening mass along 
with Fr. Joseph Ho and Fr. Jim Zettel who addressed the crowd of 
young people about living their lives as saints of the modern day, 
particularly focusing on St. Benedict’s simple spirituality of Ora et 
Labora (work and prayer). Gospel Roads participants, 
SummerDaze counsellors and campers, parishioners, and friends 
of the Salesian Family were present to celebrate the Salesian spirit 
in community. After the mass, there was a social that was !lled 
with music, dance and food! What a way to partay!

The newest Salesian Cooperators celebrating their first 
promises.

SummerDaze and Gospel Roads come together to celebrate Salesian 
SummerFest June 26th.

SummerDaze and Gospel Roads musicians and vocalists come together to praise at Salesian SummerFest June 26th. 



SUMMERDAZE

SummerDaze counsellors praying the rosary led by Fr John and Fr Mike on top of Bear Mountain, Stony Point NY. The SummerDaze staff on retreat at Stony Point, NY (2013).

WE GOTTA HAVE FAITH FAITH FAITH!

SummerDaze’s 25th season was one that marked  started July 8th and ended on August 2nd. A team of 6 administration, 50 
counsellors and volunteers ministered to 180 young campers in 4 weeks. The themes for this summer’s camp: 70s Week, 
Olympics, Christmas in July and Carnival! What a beautiful summer it was, having an opportunity for the sta! to attend a 
community building retreat in Stony Point, NY where they witnessed the ordination of Fr. Jim Zettel. This was a beautiful summer

We would like to thank Br. Travis Gunther from Orange, NJ who accompanied the SummerDaze camp this summer. Bro Travis 
originally is from Arkansas, and is currently in formation as a Salesian Brother at the house of Formation in Orange NJ. We learned 
that Bro Travis is currently completing his education in Art History. His love of art, sports, juggling and architecture really came 
through this summer and we are truly blessed that he was able to share these gifts with camp!

Another special thank you goes out to Catherine Andrighetti who served her "nal year as our Senior Program Director this 
summer. We are truly blessed for Catherine’s presence on the team and pray for her as she begins this new chapter!

Finally, on behalf of the SummerDaze Sta!, we want to take this opportunity to say thank you to the parishioners of the St. 
Benedict Parish community, friends of the Salesians, parents, campers, benefactors, and those who continue to support us here 
at SummerDaze, we would like to thank you for your continued support and prayers. Without the community there is no way any 
of this would be possible, and we are so grateful to be a part of such a thriving youth ministry in Toronto!

It has truly been a blessed 25th anniversary, and we look forward to this next chapter in our history (God is GOOD!).



GOSPEL ROADS

The 2013 Gospel Roads Team 

Ismael spends quality time with a resident I\�0]UJMZ�>ITTMa�<MZZIKM�;MVQWZ¼[�0WUM��

Check out some more photoes and 
testimonies from some of our very own 
Gospel Roads participants, Jasmin and 

Ryann on our website:  
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Jasmin

Gospel Roads is a weeklong service retreat aimed at 
assisting the most needy within our community and building 
the leadership skills of young people. Every day includes 
work at a local service site where participants of Gospel 
Roads are exposed to the inequalities and injustices present 
within society. It also allows our young participants, to shine 
in their roles as christian leaders. All participants of Gospel 
Roads (Core team, adult chaperones, young team leaders and 
participants which also included people from Montreal, QC 
and Surrey, BC) were housed at Consolata Missionaries where 
they lived in community for 1 week. The sites they visited this 
summer include: Canadian Food for Children, Sara Elizabeth 
Centre, Good Shepherd Ministries, HumberValley Terrace 
Senior’s Home, Aid to Women, and Street Patrol. Participants 
assisted other volunteers pack food and clothing to missionaries supported by the Canadian Food for Children. 
Gospel Roads participants stood side by side to protest against abortion at a clinic and learn about the Pro-Life 
movement with Aid to Women Centre. The team visited young adults with disabilities at the Sara Elizabeth Centre, 
and ran activities for seniors at HumberValley. These young men and women !xed, cleaned and made beds for the 
homeless and cooked dinner at Good Shepherd Ministries.During the week, the Gospel Roads participants made 

320 sandwiches and delivered smiles to the homeless in Toronto. St. John 
Bosco once said “How consoling it is in the evening to !nd oneself tired and 
worn out because the whole day was spent in work for God's glory and the 
salvation of souls.” The energy of these young men and women, who lived 
in community all week, never ceased as they used the evening time in 
prayer moments, adoration, sacrament of reconciliation and praying the 
rosary together. Rest assured of our continued prayers for each one of you. 
With great appreciation, we thank you for your prayers, donations, support 
for Gospel Roads. It ensures the future of this amazing program, allowing us 
to reach out to so many who are in need in our communities.  Pope Francis 
calls for saints in the 21st century and says Do Not Be Afraid to be the 
means and instrument of social change! 

“Will you let me be your servant, Let me be as Christ to you
Pray that I might have the grace, To let me be your servant too” -- Servant Song 



with Fr. Jim Zettel, SDB
THE GOODNIGHT

Peace be with you! Do not be afraid!
These are two of the very best mottos of Jesus.  He never tired of saying them - and He meant it!
As September begins with all it’s activities - school, work, Church, teams, friendly gatherings - let us 
break down these two mottos.

Do not be afraid!
A new year at school, beginning university, starting that new job are each exciting moments along 
life’s journey; but they are also potential places of fear.  “Do not be afraid, I am with you.”  

It’s always good to remind our hearts that Jesus really does not want us to be afraid.  Fear of going forward will only make us shrivel up, 
and never mature.  I am also in the same boat: I have only been a priest for about 60 days; I don’t know what this year will bring.  But I 
take Jesus at His word.

Peace be with you!
During the summer we all had some great moments - camps, vacation, summer school, jobs, extra sleep.  Jesus was with us the whole 
time.  Did we remember?  

Perhaps for the summer we took a “break from Jesus” - skipped Mass, omitted prayers, turned o! the morals.  

Now my conscience is in some turmoil, my heart lacks peace because of sin.

Do not be afraid! Jesus wants to restore peace to our consciences.

September is a good time make a fresh start. Here are three suggestions:
 
1)  Talk to a priest - receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession).  We priests are always delighted to help restore peace to 
hearts, o!er some practical helps to overcoming sin and growing in virtue.  Among the precious words of Absolution include, “May God 
give you pardon and peace.”    
 
2) Go back to Mass -  Make a resolution beginning in September to return to Mass for the whole year.  Even if it has been a while, and we 
feel like hypocrites that we are starting over - Jesus does not give up on us.  Be at peace - He’s the Master of giving second, third, fourth, 
"fth...chances!
 
3) Decide to be a saint!  This year resolve to grow in holiness.  We can’t be saints by ourselves; we need other Catholics with us.  Consider 
getting involved in Edge, Lifeteen, Theology on Tap, Witness, Salesian Leadership Retreats, Visitation, VIP etc.

Do not fear, have peace.  Jesus wants to rock this September through you. He will take care of all the details, we just say, “Yes.”  
Don’t forget to breathe, you’ll be just "ne!   

- Fr. Jim



FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO DOWNLOAD A FORM, VISIT 
OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.SALESIANYM.CA/YOUTH-PILGRIMAGE



COMING SOON

For more info, visit our website: www.salesianym.ca/the-visitation


