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AT A GLANCE
5th ANNUAL SALESIAN PILGRIMAGE
On October 5th 2013, St. Benedict’s Parish held their 5th Annual Pilgrimage Walk to St. Michael’s Cathedral. Although it was a cloudy day, the rain held off! 55 
participants gathered at 9am to start their walk from St. Benedict’s Parish heading towards the downtown core to attend 5pm mass at St. Michael’s Cathedral. 
Participants ranged in ages from 9 years old to 65 years old. Of the 55 participants, 1 individual, Francesca, ‘wheeled’ her way with the group on her 
wheelchair. 55 participants, 28.5 kilometers, 7 hours of walking, 3 “pit” stops = a priceless moment of a community’s journey to witness the faith! 

The group stopped at St. Bernard de Clairveux Parish, about 2hrs into the walk, where Fr. Mike Pace reflected on the journey to St. Michel’s Cathedral like the 
Emmaus Journey where Jesus appears to two disciples after resurrecting from the dead. As a community, the Emmaus passage was read and reflected on 
how Jesus comes into our lives, in our many walks of life. Fr. Mike eloquently shared that our lives, a gift from God, has many and very frequent visits from 
Jesus Christ. In our day to day encounters with one another or strangers, in our work places, our families and friends... Jesus appears to us but are we 
acknowledging His presence? As we journey in this life, Fr Mike prays that we be open both mind and heart to allow Jesus to walk in, stay a bit, and let our 
souls be touched by His presence. 

2 hours more down the road, the group stopped at St. Cecilia’s Parish to have lunch and take a little rest. Fr. Jim Zettel gave a heartwarming witness of his 
vocation journey and how the hand of God has been with him throughout his journey of faith. Being ordained on June 29th 2013 and then assigned to Toronto 
for Salesian Youth Ministry at St. Benedict’s parish, Fr Jim continues to live and pray for many young people, assisting in their growth in Christian maturity and 
to help each other to live their lives like saints. Fr Jim and Fr Mike made themselves available for the Sacrament of Reconciliation along the walk. What a 
beautiful gift of healing on this journey to the holy Eucharist, but more importantly in our faith journey. 

Just before arriving at St. Michael’s Cathedral, the group made a stop at St. Patrick’s Church, the national Shrine of Our Lady of Perpetual Help where Mariel 
Cabrera gave a witness on her relationship with Mary, our Mother and Guide. Mariel expressed a great sense of connection and devotion to our Lady, 
acknowledging that the growth of this relationship stemmed 
from her parents and her upbringing. Sitting on the steps of the 
national shrine of Our Lady of Perpetual Help allowed Mariel to 
reflect on how Mary’s helping and guiding hand has been 
evident in her life. 

A short distance down the road was St. Michael’s Cathedral. 
Arriving before the 5pm mass allowed the participants to pray 
and know of their sacrifice the whole day. Fr. Mike Pace and Fr 
Jim Zettel concelebrated the 5pm mass with St. Michael’s Choir 
School leading in worship. After mass, all participants were 
transported back to St. Benedict’s Parish where all gathered for 
a well deserved community dinner served by wonderful 
volunteers who welcomed them ‘home’. 

Let us continue to pray for one another in this walk of life as we 
journey to heaven! 
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AT A GLANCE
SAVIO CLUB

Welcome back Savio Club! The Dominic Savio Club is an after school program for students in grades 3 to 8. 
It is held at St. Benedict’s Parish Hall every Tuesday and Thursday afternoons. This fun and safe atmosphere 
allows children to experience a sense of community and prayer while enjoying fun activities like arts and 
crafts, air hockey, floor hockey, ping pong, bingo, billiards or simply completing their assignments and 
homework.  Adult volunteers that include Salesian Fathers and Salesian Sisters ensure the safety and 
friendly atmosphere among the young people. Where else would you find a priest playing ping pong 
among young people? Incorporated in the program is prayer where an adult brings the children together, 
and leads in a small teaching and prayer. We wish all volunteers and young participants a wonderful and 
safe year at Savio Club! For more information or if you’d like to get involved please contact Dominic 
Peresso at 416-743-3830 ext 6. 



We would like to welcome our 15 Core Team Members who will 
help animate the various youth events and activities at St. 
Benedict’s Parish. For 5 weeks, these dedicated young people 
attended mini workshops hosted by Foster Kwon, John Rugosi 
and Fr. Jim Zettel. These workshops consisted of animating 
small group discussions, animating group icebreakers, how to 
pray, how to approach questions about our faith and so many 
more. There are various activities for young people and young 
adults at St. Benedict’s Parish and we are so thankful for these 
young men and women who devote their time and energies to 
ensure that the participants of these activities are having an 
enjoyable time but also bringing Jesus Christ to each one of 
them. 

EDGE + LIFETEEN

Ready...Set...GO!

Fr. Jim delivers a teaching on St. John Bosco and the 

Salesian Charism. 
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Core Team Shaving Cream Wiffle Ball Tournament!



HOSTED BY THE ARCHDIOCESE OF TORONTO

Many thanks to the Office of Catholic Youth in the Archdiocese of Toronto for a fruitful day of fellowship, networking and learning. Young 
team leaders Virginia, Anna and Teresa along with Mariel and John from the Salesian Youth Office attended a day of workshops on Youth 
and Young Adult Ministry. Keynote speakers namely John MacMullen and Angela Hamrick gave a positive witness on the importance of 
youth ministry and creating a welcoming, inviting atmosphere where young people can be themselves and share their gifts and talents. 

YOUTH MINISTRY CONFERENCE

)URP�OHIW�WR�ULJKW��-RKQ�0DF0XOOHQ��'LUHFWRU�RI�<RXWK�0LQLVWU\���2IƓFH�of Catholic Youth Archdiocese of Toronto), Virginia Mervar, Anna Chelmecki, Teresa Mervar, Mariel Cabrera and John Rugosi 

CHECK OUT THE CATHOLIC SCENE IN TORONTO:

www.ocytoronto.org



HILLSONG UNITED
On November 12th 2013, a ‘band’ of youth leaders attended the 
concert of one of their favorite bands: Hillsong United! Among 
thousand of other Christians, these youth leaders were able to enjoy 
an evening of uplifting music, praise and worship, and moments of 
prayerful singing. A much needed refill on spiritual rejuvenation! 

Check out Hillsong’s new album 
[ZION]

by going to the link below:

https://hillsong.com/en/store/products/music/united/zion/



Jesus said to His disciples, “I will do whatever you ask in my 
name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. You may 
ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it” (John 14: 
13-14). Jesus ‘visits’ us daily in prayer, in silence, and in all the 
tasks we do during the day. Friday, November 8, gave the 
community an opportunity to visit Jesus Christ in the Blessed 
Sacrament for our first Visitation of the new school year.
As November is a month of remembrance, we took the 
opportunity to reflect back on and pray for those who have 
departed: to the Saints (in prayerfulness to the All Saints Feast 
day at the beginning of the month) to those who sacrificed 
their lives for our country (Rememberance Day), and finally to 
those loved ones who have passed away. The evening also 
gave us an opportunity to reflect on our lives and how we 
could, like the Saints, model a life of Christ.

During the Visitation, Branden Gordon gave a personal witness 
about his conversion of faith and how his prayer life 
strengthens his faith. He shared the realities he has had to face 
as a young adult seraching for Christ, something with which 
most can relate. Moreover, he shared how his prayer life has 
changed him and is shaping his faith in a deeper way as he 
discerns a calling to the priesthood. Our Salesian community 
continues to pray for Branden on his vocation journey, and for all vocations to the religious life and priesthood.

The Visitation continued with an invitiation to offer up intentions from the community. Everyone was invited to light a candle during 
Adoration and place that candle by the altar as an intention (see above photo). The evening was rounded out by the Visitation Choir, made up 
mostly of Monsignor Percy Johnson High School Students and under the direction of Mrs. Feliciano-Clark and John Rugosi. They led prayerful 
praise and worship music throughout the evening and we are truly blessed for their presence. We have often heard that “singing is praying 
twice” and boy did we pray twofold that night!

The evening concluded as always with Mamma’s House, and talk about fun! BINGO night is always a hit with the community, and it was 
delightful to see children (as young as four years old) and adults alike playing and helping one another. The spirit that emanated from 
Mamma’s House gave a true sense of Salesian community. Thank you again to  everyone who contributed, participated, and volunteered this 
evening!

Bingo buddies 4 lyfe!
“Stop cheating off of my Bingo card!”

THE VISITATION



FR. OCCHIO’S 90th BIRTHDAY
How do you celebrate a 90th birthday for someone really special? Fr. Joseph Occhio’s 90th birthday on 
November 17 involved a bishop, confreres and an open invitation to the entire parish family.
The evening started off with Vespers presided over by Auxiliary Bishop John Boissonneau of the 
Archdiocese of Toronto. Then all were invited to the parish hall for light refreshments and a community 
gathering in honor of Fr Occhio.
Fr. John Puntino, director of the Salesian Community in Toronto, read a message from Fr. Pascual Chavez, 
sending his heartfelt greetings for Fr. Occhio’s 90th birthday.
Anna Maria Cornacchia delivered a beautiful poem she had written for Fr. Occhio, reflecting on his happy 
spirit. She writes in her poem, “Don’t let his meekness fool you, for Fr. Occhio has a brilliant mind. He is 
learned, astute and prophetic, and he is truly one of a kind.”

Catherine Mercuri spoke on behalf of the Italian community. She expressed how Fr. Joseph Angelus Maria 
Occhio carries the name of great saints and angels. To the Italians of Toronto he is a saint on earth, a man 
of faith with a sincere devotion to Mary. Fr. Occhio often prays for families everywhere, that they may live 
with true family values in the image of the Holy Family.

Margaret Pupulin spoke on behalf of the Association of Mary Help of Christians (ADMA), whose spiritual 
companion Fr. Occhio is. Margaret expressed appreciation for Fr. Occhio’s simple and humble life, his 
approach to prayer and spiritual guidance for others, and his liv- ing his vocation in such a Christ- like 
way.

A young child named Benson Meneses represented the Children’s Adoration group who gather every 
Saturday morning at St. Benedict’s adoration chapel. Fr. Occhio is often among children praying and 
giving them a blessing. Benson said that when Fr. Occhio walks into the room, he is like an angel amid the 
young because of his gentle and loving presence.

Young people from SummerDaze camp led the community in a living Rosary under the direction of Bro. Travis Gunther. The Rosary participants, standing in 
place of the rosary beads, encircled the community. The young people led each decade of the Luminous Mysteries with a Bible passage and a reflection on 
how Fr. Occhio has lived his vocation in that way. The Hail Marys were prayed in both Italian and English to accommodate all involved, and it truly gave a 
sense of community. In this prayerful moment, Fr. Occhio was in a reflective state, seeming to enjoy the company of the parish family surrounding him.
At the end of the evening, Fr. Occhio gave the Good Night. Fr. Joseph Angelus Maria Occhio carries the name of the Holy Family and continues to send his 
blessings upon us all that we might live true family values and to have a devotion to Mary to be our help and guide in our lives.

The evening ended with our serenading Fr. Occhio a happy birthday, wishing good health and many more memories. What a beautiful moment for us to 
witness the occasion of this milestone of Fr. Occhio’s life. We thank the various Salesian fathers and brothers who came from the U.S. and Montréal to 
celebrate Fr. Occhio’s birthday, all the guests, and all the volunteers who made this evening possible!



SALESIAN LEADERSHIP RETREAT

Welcome to the Salesian family, brothers and sisters! 60 grade 11 students from 9 neighboring high schools were chosen to 
attend the Salesian Leadership Retreat. From Friday November 22nd to Sunday November 24th, participants of the SLR 
worked, prayed, ate together and created ever lasting bonds and memories that will resound in their hearts for years to come. 
Coming in as strangers and leaving as family speaks volumes of what this retreat really offers. 

This retreat  is built on strong foundations and support from the schools that affiliate themselves with the Salesian Charism. 
The retreatants were supported by 10 twelfth grade students who were chosen as young team leaders, 12 teachers,  2 coop-
erators, 1 SDB, 1 FMA and the Salesian Youth Movement team who assisted with the retreat. Frankie Iacobazzi, religion teacher 
at De La Salle School in Toronto facilitated the activities and led the retreatants through various lessons on what makes an 
effective and grounded Catholic leader. 

During the retreat, 10 young team leaders had an opportunity to give a witness on their own personal growth through 
maturity and their faith. Through their struggles and endeavors with life pressures, prayer life, self-concept, and living a 
Catholic way of life in a very secular world, these young leaders portrayed that they understand what the retreatants deal with 
daily. These young leaders become peer mentors for their fellow classmates, empowering them to live their lives rooted in 
their catholic faith and being the image of Christ among their family and peers. 



with Fr. Jim Zettel, SDB
THE GOODNIGHT
FAITH SPACE
Try to stump the priest...just try!

This month, the SYO hosted an evening where our local student 
leaders had an opportunity to bring in their questions about faith, 
family, sin, the afterlife, the sacraments and the Church. We called this 
evening Faith Space.

I had the privilege of helping to answer some of these questions.  The answers were not the end of the story – but a 
beginning.  Before the Q&A portion of the evening we all reflected upon what it means to be a saint, what it means 
to “Live Jesus”.

Youth live in many worlds at once – home, friends, work, relationships, school.  All the various interactions that 
come from these worlds generate questions, curiosities, doubts.  All these thoughts come from both within and 
without.

All questions are good!  We will continue these moments of Catholic Q&A regularly and hope to see you at the next 
Faith Space.

- Fr. Jim

Read booklet from the evening here:
http://www.salesianym.ca/uploads/1/9/8/9/19898131/de_sales_faith_space.pdf



SALESIAN BANQUET

Where: Woodbine convention Centre

When: Saturday February 1, 2013

Doors open: 6:30pm

Dinner Served: 7:00pm

Cost: $45

“Let us draw from the ho-
liness of Don Bosco”

SALESIAN 
BANQUET

Where: Woodbine convention Centre
When: Saturday February 1, 2014

Dinner Served: 7:00pm
COST: $50

Under 5 yrs: $10

“Let us draw from the holiness of Don Bosco”

@salesianYMTO
salesianym.ca/salesian-banquet

facebook.com/salesianYMTO

Want more info? Email us at 
salesianym.toronto@gmail.com
or phone 416 743 3830 ext. 6



For more info, visit our website: www.salesianym.ca/the-visitation




